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Mazon Creek fossilized fern frond. 
As part of his Senior Experience, Lawrence University senior 
biology major David Cordie is curating an exhibition of fossils 
detailing climate change that will be featured at UW-Fox’s 
Valley’s Weis Earth Science Museum beginning Wednesday, May 
8. 
The exhibition features a dozen plant fossils from the Mazon Creek 
fossil bed in northern Illinois. Cordie also created several posters 
to accompany the fossils, explaining what they reveal about the 
region’s climate approximately 350 million years ago. It will be on 
display until mid-July. Cordie began the project last summer as 
part of an internship with Weis Museum director Joanne 
Kluessendorf. 
“As director of the Weis Earth Science Museum, I want to take 
every opportunity to underscore the importance of the museum and 
its staff as a community resource,” said Kluessendorf.  “So, it was 
particularly enjoyable to share my expertise in paleontology as 
well as the museum fossil collections with a Lawrence student. 
David proved to be an excellent intern and I know that museum 
visitors will find his exhibit informative. I was also gratified that 
David chose to pursue a graduate degree in paleontology after this 
internship and has been accepted into the graduate program at the 
University of Iowa.” 
The Weis Earth Science Museum is open Monday-Thursday, 12-4 
p.m.; Friday 12-7 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Sunday 1-5 
p.m.	  
